
January 15, 2018   

Bellingham City Council & Bellingham Planning Commission
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225

Re: Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance Update

Dear Bellingham City Council and Bellingham Planning Commission:

As members of the Bellingham community,  we appreciate the opportunity to provide input
on  the  Accessory  Dwelling  Unit  Ordinance  Update.  Please  consider  these  concerns  and
incorporate our recommendations as you update the City's ADU Ordinance.

Concerns
The Planning Commission's recommendation to legalize Detached ADUs (D-ADUs) in all
single-family zones citywide:

1. Represents  a  major  step  backward  that  undermines  decades  of  deliberate
Neighborhood  Planning by  replacing  neighborhood  plans  with  overreaching,  top-
down, cookie-cutter directives that fail to respect neighborhood input;

2. Constitutes a breach of the social contract between the City and the neighborhoods
and reneges on the City's commitment to allow D-ADUs in single-family zoned areas on
a per neighborhood basis, not citywide;

3. Will  impose  adverse impacts that have the potential  to permanently  damage the
neighborhood vitality and character that is largely responsible for each neighborhood's
unique sense of place; 

4. Does not directly increase Bellingham's housing inventory as certain PC members have
claimed;

5. Does not reflect the community's input because the City failed to meet the Growth
Management Act requirement for early and continuous public participation; and

6. Abandons the City's promises to meet with, and obtain input from: 
(a)  the  Mayor's  Neighborhood  Advisory  Commission (MNAC),  as  Assistant  Planning
Director  Greg  Aucutt  committed  during  the  September  7  Planning  Commission
worksession; and 
(b)  each  neighborhood  association  “prior  to  throwing  something  out  there,”  as
Mayor Linville committed during the  November 5 meeting of City Council's Planning
Committee.

Recommendations
1.  Adopt staff's recommendation to “Allow D-ADUs in single family zoned areas  on a per
neighborhood basis by legislative action (BMC 21.10.150) such as what's proposed by the
Happy Valley Neighborhood.”  

2. Utilize the City's Conditional Use Permit (CUP) process under BMC Chapter 20.16 for all
D-ADU applications in single-family zoned areas.  The CUP Type III-A process includes a pre-
application neighborhood meeting, notice of application, minimum comment period, and
public hearing before the hearing examiner.

3. Continue to require owner-occupancy of either the ADU or primary unit.  For D-ADUs in
single-family zoned areas, use the CUP process to add a covenant to the property's deed to
ensure that owner-occupancy remains a permanent requirement.



4.  Complete  the  ADU  inventory  and  improve  enforcement  of  ADU  regulations as
promised under Policy H-9 of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan's Housing Chapter. 

5.  Require, at a minimum, one off-street parking spot per D-ADU bedroom.

6.  Permanently prohibit the use of D-ADUs in single-family zones as short term rentals.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on the ADU Ordinance Update.
 
 
Neighbors, click here to sign. A google form will open. 
 
Concerns? Contact us 
BhamNeighborhoodCoalition@gmail.com
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYKb1Fyi4GghNdp5HIovCgY5EqSe3vs6nKO56E_CL_xSQEKA/viewform
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